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Poldon Fairfield, a fourteen-year-old prince has no desire to rule, since his poor health has

convinced him that he will not live long enough to sit on any throne. Matters take a turn for the

worse when his father, the King of North Salvan, decides his oldest will rule the country where

Polâ€™s mother is first in the line of succession followed by Pol, her only child. Pol learns he has

developed a talent for magic, and that may do him more harm than good as he must struggle to

survive among his siblings, now turned lethally hostile.FANTASY - EPIC / SWORD & SORCERY /
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What happens when a prince born with a birth defect that makes him physically weak is seen as a

threat to ascension to a throne by his siblings? Bullying and then assassination attempts, that's

what. Good thing Prince Pol is intelligent and overly mature for his young age and he has some very

solid allies who help him avert death. Of course the path through this nest of adders is sometimes

bloody and not without losses. As he tries to weave a safe path through treacherous waters, Prince



Pol learns about patterns in life around him and is able to extend that to basic magic which helps

him survive overwhelming odds. By the end of the story he's learned a few hard truths, especially

that friends are more trustworthy than the people he called family.While I sometimes found it difficult

to fully accept the murderous motivations of all his siblings, the story was otherwise believable and

did a decent job of keeping you in suspense for the next plot he'd have to overcome. There were

moments in the middle where the pacing slowed down but then it would pick back up as another plot

to take the prince's life happened. I guess the only other negative I came across was a lack of

feeling any real emotion when some people died.I liked how there were multiple mini plot arcs yet

an overall arc that was solved right before the end, making for a decent conclusion. And yet there

are a few mysteries sprinkled in to make the reader want to read more, but without creating a

serious cliffhanger that would make you want to scream.I liked the pattern take on magic and felt the

world building was in general pretty decent. I also felt the magic was fairly well balanced with the

kid's current set of foes - not too overpowered.
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